PROSPETTIVA CIRCO: progetto di circo per la comunità Prospettiva

Prelude:
On the summer of 2021, right after the pandemic lockdown, we
were planning the next school year. We decided to start again
working in presence with kids we cannot meet during last year. In
this time we run into Coperativa Prospettiva a 30 year association
working with kids, mothers, migrant, marginalazed people, looking
for learning competence and autonomy. So we start doing circus
with the preadolescents meeting at the community center of the
association. It was magical! Kids were really curious about circus,
want to try everything, fighting frustrations, feeling empowered,
especially the teenage girls. After one month of classes we decided
to build a longer project with Prospettiva for the same class of
preadolescents. Thank to your support it is possible! We’d like to
start in november, but for pandemic restrictions we start on the
18th of genuary 2022 and we’ll like to end in June with a show and
a party for the community.

ORGANIZATIONS:
Clatù is an association that promotes Circus, fine arts and culture as tools for social
development.
The association is based in Catania, Sicily, and organizes social circus projects, circus and
clown workshops, dance labs, street shows and other activities which purpose is to spread
culture and education.
Cooperativa Prospettiva is an educational and social centre that has been active in S.G.
Galermo during the last 30 years and therefore has deep connections with people who live in
the area.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

San Giovanni Galermo is the 5th municipality of Catania. The Area was a rural suburb until
the 70s, when it was included in a plan for council housing. Three big neighborhood were
cureated: Balatelle, Don Minzoni and Adone way.
These three areas show great signs of neglect and lack of services for the inhabitants;
furthermore there’s a general lack of maintenance of streets and buildings.
Sewing systems, infrastructures and mobility are very deficient and because of this
commercial activities could not develop sufficiently in the area.
In the area there’s a lot of illegal activities, mainly related to drug dealing.
Last official data have been processed and released in 2013 by the City of Catania and
show a population of 14.833 people, of which 7592 are women and 7241 are men.
Many of them are children or people between 18 and 24.

The modal class is comprehended between 30 and 39 years old people; while the 50% of
total population in the area is under 36 years old.
The unemployment rate is 5 points higher than the average in the Province of Catania (17%
versus 12,5% in the entire province).
Unemployment rate among 18 to 24 years old people grew in the last 30 years, reaching a
value of 40%. Women unemployment rate in this age span reaches 51%.
In San Giovanni Galermo the only existing schools are a primary and a secondary school.
57,36% of children who attend primary school are in a state of disadvantage, with 250
minors followed by social services and 54 followed by the juvenile court.
In the secondary school, 59,87% of children are in a situation of social disadvantege, with
290 minors followed by social services and 54 followed by the juvenile court
(last official data processed by the provincial school office of the City of Catania- school year
2005/06).
In the entire area there is no playground or park,no cultural centre, no public sports area,
cinemas or theatres.
Young people who live in this area are the most affected by this situation, as they have very
few opportunities of self realization and fulfilment of their educational needings.

DIRECT BENEFICIARIES:
Our Social Circus Project will be addressed to teenagers
and pre teenagers who live in the 5th municipality of the
city of Catania (San Giovanni Galermo) and are in a
situation of social/educative disadvantage, in particular to
those who have difficulties regarding integration and self
development. Their families will be included in the final
creative process, and will hopefully cooperate in the
realization of the final steps of the project.

NON DIRECT BENEFICIARIES:
Social services and territorial services who follow some of
the children in the project, people who live in the area that
will have the opportunity to participate in free educational
and recreational activities.
Cooperativa Prospettiva, our partner in the project, will give
space for activities for free, to increase the number of free
activities offered to the children and the inhabitants of the
area.
Participants’ families will have more inclusive spaces for
their children.

AIM OF THE PROJECT:

The project will create a safe space to bring together teenagers and preteenagers of the
area through Circus labs and workshops.
Lessons will be conducted by certified Social Circus operators; the aim is to create a safe
space where relations and positive bonds can be created by the participants.
We will also promote values of cooperation and integration through collective analysis of
positive and significant experiences made during the lessons.
The group of participants will be composed of 15 girls and boys; each lesson will be led by 2
social circus operators and 1 educator from Cooperativa Prospettiva.
Lessons will take place once per week; each lesson will last 2 hours during which
participants will experiment and learn different circus disciplines (acrobatics, juggling,
balance, etc).

LOCATION:
Lessons will take place inside Cooperativa Prospettiva’s spaces where they host an house,
music classes, after school program, vegetable garden, and many differents team sports.

